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The President has approved and forwarded
to the Senate for
confirmation
the
selection of the second Black officer
in Navy history to hold the rank of
Rear Admiral.
Gerald Eustis Thomas, a 44 year
old native of Natick, Mass., was one
of 31 officers named for the twostar flag rank on January 30, 1974.
Rear Admiral Selectee Thomas is currently assigned as Commander Destroyer Squadron Nine, a major fleet commander off the Pacific coast of the
United States.
The first Black officer to achieve
star rank in the U.S. Navy was
Samuel L. Gravely, Jr., who was promoted to Rear Admiral on July 1: 1962.
Following his selection to flag rank,
Admiral Gravely served two years as
Commander of the Naval Cgmmunication
Command and in July 1973 began his
present tour as Commander of Cruiser
Destroyer Group Two in the Atl't_lltic.
Rear Admiral Selectee Thomas had
held a variety of jobs in his more
than 22 years of Naval Service. He
has served as commanding officer of
the destroyer USS BAUSELL (DD-845);
Executive Officer and later Commanding Officer of the Naval Reserve
Officers Training Corps Unit, Prairie
View A&M College, Prairie View, Texas; and
Assistant
Head, College
1Training Programs Section, Officer

erograms
Branch, Bureau of Naval
Personnel, Washington, n.c.
He has also had duty as a student
at the Naval War College and at Yale
University where he received a PhD
degree in history in 1973. He also
holds a Master of Science degree in
International Affairs from George
Washington University (1966) and a
Bachelor's degree in
Biochemical
Science from Howard University
in
1951.
Thomas received his commission as
an ensign on June 1, 1951, advanced
to the rank of commander on September
1, 1965, and has served as a captain
since July 1, 1971. He has been awarded the Meritorious Service Jfedal. Navy Commendation Medal with Combat
"V", Navy Occupation Service Medal
with Europe Clasp, Armed Forces Expeditionary Medal (Vietnam), Vietnam
Service Medal with two bronze stars,
and various other campaign awards.
He and Mrs. Thomas, the former
Rhoda Henderson of Boston, Mass.,
have three children: Kenneth Austin
Thomas, Steven Eric Thomas and Liza
Diane Thomas.

'

By declining to
review a lower
court
ruling,
the U.S. Supreme
Court has upheld the right of a
university to levy a mandatory fee
on all students for the support of a

SUPREME COURT UPHOLDS GENERAL
ACTIVITY FEE

student newspaper, a student association, and a speakers' program.
The case grew out of charges by
a University of Nebraska student who
claimed he disagreed with the speakers and the newspaper and didn't
want to support the student association. The mandatory fee was, therefore
unconstitutional, since the
Univ~rsity was forcing him to pay
for "Services" in violation of his
freedom
of speech, religion, and
association.
In its ruling, the lower court
stated that
the "essential issue
may be simply stated as follows:
is a state university constitutionally prohibited from providing a
forum for the expression of political
and personal opinions with financi~l
support of mandatorily assessed srudent fees?" The judge answered the
question by stating "In my judgement
the answer must be in the negative."
He found the paper, the association,
and the speaking program part of the
University's educational philosophy,"
and ruled that the University neither
advocates any of the positions expressed nor forced the student to
expose himself to the activities.
The decision was sumarily
affinned by the Supreme Court.
Dr. A. T. Kynard,
Professor
and
Teacher
Trainer
for
Vocational
Industrial Education at Prairie View
A&M University, served . as a consultant at a vocational planning conference in Washington, D.C. January
25. The conference was heh1
at

PV TCHR, TRAINER
HELPS PLAN NAT.
CONFERENCE

Washington Technical Institute for
the purpose of formulating an agenda
for a two-day workshop to be condue ted at Washington Technical Institute April 22-23, . 1974.
The workshop will be conducted by
Washington Technical Institute in
collaboration with the District of
Columbia Public Schools. It will
take place on the campus of Washington Technical Institute. Persons
receiving invitations to participate
wi 11 include State · Di rec tors and
personnel development coordinators
for vocational education in states
with predominantly black colleges.
A major goal of the workshop will
be to make participants aware of the
role and contributory posture offered by black institutions. It is
believed that this effort will be
especially significant in terms of
the development of vocational education personnel at the state and
federal levels.
Workshop participants will seek
to accomplish
the following objectives:
1. Identify and explain present
federal and state personnel development programs.
2. Identify sources of federal
and state funding agencies.
3. Devise strategy, oocline programs, and determine
resources
needed to enable Black Colleges
with programs in technical vocational education
to
better
compete for available federal and
state grants.
4. Articulate the success of the
EPDA, Part F, activities in their
schools.

5. Isolate those factors which
have possible rendered their instib1tions as less eligible in
receiving
federal
and
state
erants.
6. Provide data revealing the
extent of participation by Black
students in
EPDA, Part F. inntitutes.
7. Exchange information leading
to specj_fic recommcndat:J.ons as to
how their teacher education curriculur.1 can be made r;1ore attractive and available to students.
Approximately fifty persons will
be invited to participate in the
workshop. They will include State
Directors, Directors of
Technicalvocation8.l education programs from
the thirteen largest cities in the
cast and midwcst, and personnel developr.1ent coordinators from technical-vocationAl institutions in the
seventeen states with black colleges>
all black colleges that have participated in Part F. of EPDA programs,
and other black colleges with technical-vocational
programs have not
participated in EPDA programs.
Institutions represented at the
planning
conference
were Cheyne
State
College,
Pennsylvania,
Savannah
State
College, Georgia;
Virginia
State College, Virginia;
Prairie View A&M University, Texas;
Washington
Technical
Institute,
Washington; and
the District
of
Colwnbia Public Schools. Washington
Technical Institute served as host.
HUMANITIES ENDOW-

MENT FUNps SEMINARS
FQB GillJ,f&E TEACHERS

The National
Endowment for
the
Humani-

tics has announced grants totallin~ $1.3
mjllion to 24 colleges and universities
in support of 34 suO'mer seminars for
college teachers next summer.
The seminars are aimed ;:it providing college faculty members at small
colleges and at community colleges
with opportunities to work for two
months in their areas of interest:
with distinguished scholars "whi.cli
have libraries suitable for mature
study • 11 Each seminar will enroll
12 faculty members, selected by the
seminar director at the host .nstitution
from runong applicants.
Seminars are to be offered in the
discipline~ of history, ph:i.losophy,
and English anti American llteraturc.
Four.teen of the 24 host inst-itutions arc members of the
National
Association of State Universities
and Land-Grant Colleges, but only 17
of the 34 seminars are. The following is the list of seminars to be
held at NASULGC institut.ions:
University
to
Arizona (the
philosophical foundations of American
democracy), University of California,
Berkeley (contemporary theories
of
style and meaning in literature, and
literature and culture in America),
University of California, Davis (the
problem of relevance in pre-modern
Western
civilization), University
of California, Los Angeles (studying
literature in connection with the
other arts and technology, society,
and values in 20th century America),
University of California, Santa Cruz ·
(studies in the Renaissance imagination: second worlds and other worlds),
University of Illinois (history of

A.. cr ic,:,n t.houg;;t nnc.1 c11l ture), Incl i;:,n;,
l'niversity (self, \mrlcl and
11c ti.on), University of Hass;ichusctts
(wrltin~ in the first college 11nd
the anc i.cnt Near East (ci.rca 1500500 B.C.),
Cornell
University
( \./ittgenstei.n: Trac tus to Investigotions), State University of
New
York at Albany (Central
Europe
from the Thirty Years Har to the
Corwon Market), State University of
New York at Binghampton (Phi.losophicDl on~1ysis and psychological theories of man), University of North
C;:,rolin.-1 ~t Chapel Hill (England at
the age of the American Resolution),
and University of Wisconsin at Madison (literature and the factors of
cultural change).
The other institutions at which
seminars are to be held are the
Claremont
Graduate
School, Yale
University, Amhest College, Boston
University, Calvin College, Princeton University, Columbia University,
Duke
University, Case
Western
Reserve
University, and
Brown
University.
An all day workshop is
announced for public school teachers on February 22, 197 4. The theme
of the Conference is Plan A, its present
state, and its
needs. The
featured speaker will be Don Partridge, Director of Special Education,
Department of Special Education and
Special Education Schools, the Texas
Education Agency, Austin, Texas. In
addition, four outstanding educators
in the area of Special education,

SPECIAL EDUCATION
WORKSHOP PLANNED
FOR FEBRUARY 22

sheltered
workshops, the
public
schools, and
Region IV 1Jducation
media will attend, to lead the conference i.n an intensive workshop
session. The session starts at 8:00
A.M.
registration, and
continues
until 4:30 P.N.
Plan A, as passed into law by the
Texas Legislature, is written so as
to direct the exceptional
child
(the mentally retarded, emotionally
distrubed, etc.) into the so-called
regular classroom. In the
past,
mentally retarded children were all
directed to a self-contained classroom, . where their peers were other
like,
atyp~cal
students. Now,
where feasible, the mentally retarded youngster
~11 be
i.ntergrated
academically i~to the
so-called
"normal
classroom," where
it is
hoped he may demonstrate that he
will be more successful in acquiring
an education on a level commenturatc
with those of his chronological age
group, or his peers: What the law
says is that all mentally retarded
children are not all mentally retarded in every area of learning.
Besides those teachers that will
visit Prairie View on the 22nd of
February, it is hoped that as many
Prairie View A&M University professors as can arrange it, will make
plans to attend; at least the morning
session to hear Mr. Partridge
explain in depth what Plan A really is
and how it is presently functioning
in several school districts today.
Dr. A. I. Thomas, President of
Prairie View A&M University,
will
greet the Conf~_ence Workshop Participants, as the opening speaker.

